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Introduction 
• Post MSW experience (2003-06)
• WA state DCFS –Child Protective Services

• Doctoral education (2006-2010)
• University of Washington Social Work

• Post-doc research (2010-2011)
• Child & Adolescent Services Research Center – San Diego, CA

• Assistant/Associate Professor - Upenn SP2 (Fall 2012-2020) 
• Associate Professor - UK College of Social Work (Jan 2020-present)



Holistic Approach to 
Child Well-being 
• Health- physical health, behavioral 

and cognitive functioning
• Relationship- personal relationships 

where person feels emotional support
• Security- freedom from fear about 

safety and economic stability
• Purpose- meaning and direction for 

life- spirituality, religion, career 
planning

• Community- geographic-
neighborhoods, towns, or states

• Environment- relationship/interaction 
with nature/living things (exposure to 
land, nature, parks, etc.)



Types of Interventions Needed
•Addresses issues of concern leading to neglect 
•Targets complexity/risk factors 
•Evidence-based – supported by evidence…





Interventions for Neglect 
Only three interventions received a rating of “2” (only one 
RCT showed the intervention to be superior to a comparison 
group for at least 6 months):

1.Childhaven Childhood Trauma Treatment
2. Homebuilders
3. Safe Care



Primary and Secondary Interventions for 
Neglect 

Primary and secondary prevention programs that received a rating of “1” or “2” 
by the CEBC include: 
• Nurse-family partnership
• Positive Parenting Program (TripleP) 
• Childfirst
• Safe Environment for every Kid
• Safecare
*Primary: directed at the general population; designed to prevent 
neglect from occurring for the first time.
*Secondary: targeted at families which are at a high risk 
for neglect.  



Commonalities 

1. Evidence-supported 
2. Target neglect 
3. Delivered by trained caseworkers, mental health 

professionals, or paraprofessionals 
4. Underscore building and sustaining positive attachment 

and parent-child interactions 

Common Themes  



Case Study 
I received a referral from a concerned neighbor, alleging four 
children (ages 2, 4, 5, and 7) were neglected and exposed to 
ongoing intimate partner violence in the home. There were 
concerns about the children’s lack of medical attention and 
poor school attendance, parental problems such as 
substance abuse, drug dealing, criminal history, and quality of 
living issues such as filthy home conditions and no food in the 
home. The mother is 24 years of age and is Mexican 
American, and the father is 28 years of age and identifies as 
African American. 



Implementation Factors 
•Characteristics of the intervention 
•Characteristics of the Individuals Involved
•Inner Setting
•Outer Setting 
•Implementation Process



1.What exactly are the contextual factors that matter the most, 
2.How do they affect implementation activities at various stages
3. In what ways do they prevent neglect or address it after it has 

happened? 
4.How do we simultaneously balance social justice and pay 

tribute to the rich and expansive experiences of an increasingly 
diverse target population, while also acknowledging and 
mitigating the contexts that hinder implementation of an 
intervention? 


